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We catch up with Maxwell, who 
after a spell away from the 
Hammers, is back in claret and 
blue this season
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Welcome to the 
Specsavers County Ground 

Hamworthy United Football Club is 
pleased to welcome Baffins Milton 
Rovers Football Club and its 
supporters to the Specsavers County 
Ground for today's Wessex Premier 
League Match. 

We would also like to extend a warm 
welcome to our Referee Alex Rush - 
Fear and his Mark Bradley and Jaydon 
Smith. We hope that they, and 
everybody else involved today will 
have a good game, and they enjoy 
their stay with us.

It's great to see The Hammers and our 
supporters  back at the Specsavers 
County Ground so quickly after our 
5-0 win over Shaftesbury. We are 
glad that some many were here to 
safely enjoy the match together.  

Today is one of those strange 
occurances where we complete both 
our matches versus Baffins before we 
are even out of Ocotber. We played 
the away game just a couple of 
games ago where we ran out 4-0 
victors at the Kendall Stadium, you 
can read the match report in this 
programme. 

Baffins find themselves in 11th in the 
league with seven points from six 
games, whilst our midweek win saw 
us stay in 4th on 15pts from just five.

Whatever the result tonight we hope 
for an entertaining game that is 
played in the right spirit.

Tonight’s Match is sponsored by 
Hamworthy Party Venue. We thank 
them for their continual support over 
the years. 

The ball sponsor for the game is the 
Hammers Club If you would like to 
join, and get the chance of winning 
a cash prize in the monthly draw 
and 10% off all your purchases. The 
application forms can be obtained at 
the Bar

Finally, may we thank everybody for 
coming tonight, and for keeping to the 
Coved 19 rules during these difficult 
times; we hope that you will all have a 
safe journey home. 

We would also hope that you will have 
enjoyed the match and that you will 
come again soon.

Up the Hammers

Roger Nicholson

FOLLOW THE HAMMERS ON FACEBOOK
HamworthyUtdFC
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FEATURE: Maxwell Buckler
By Rob Bird

Maxwell Buckler reunited with Hamworthy 
this season, following spells with Bridport, 
Dorchester and Portland. 

The Midfielder will undoubtedly add a spark 
to Tim Sills’ side this side this campaign, 
with his impressive skill and desire usually a 
key factor in matchday success. We caught 
up with Buckler this week, to discuss all 
things Hammers…

What’s been your biggest, football related 
difficulty over the last few months and 
during lockdown?

For me personally I thought lockdown was 
a bit of a blessing, unlike many others I 
haven’t had any football related difficulties 
because I found that with the pause in 
normal personal/ work life, 

I’ve been able to dedicate more attention to 
football and give it my full commitment in 
preparation for the new season.

Did you find it difficult joining Hamworthy 
while a pandemic raged, and how have you 
settled In?

It was a very different situation joining 
during COVID-19 as obviously I couldn’t 
meet Sillsy and Senior in person, it was all 
over the phone and via Zoom meetings – 
definitely the first and only time I’d like to be 
introduced to the manager over video chat!

Settling into the squad was easy though, as 
we had a very busy preseason so we were 
with each other a lot. I suppose it helps 

having some of my Portland boys here as 
well.

What’s your biggest quality as a footballer?

I’d say my pace is one of my best qualities 
as a footballer, but second to that, and 
without too many to pick from, I’d say I’m 
a very relaxed person and a good team 
player, which can be important when the 
team enters a difficult patch of form from 
time to time.

Are there any areas in which you aim to 
improve?

Tough question, but I would say: Long 
passing, shooting, fitness, decision making, 
shooting again, dribbling, heading, first 
touch, shooting again.

Apart from those few, I’m absolutely world 
class in all areas.

How would you rate Hamworthy’s / your 
individual start to the campaign?

As a team I think we had a great start to the 
season, the only disappointment so far has 
to be the early FA Cup exit against Hartley 
Wintney; as a squad we all feel the way we 
went out was very unfortunate, and a 1-0 
loss is always a tough pill to swallow.

Also, there is a great atmosphere around 
the squad and I think that’s massive 
in setting up for a successful season. 
Personally, I feel I’ve started well, but I think 
that’s down to the whole team making my 
job easier.
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What personal, football related goals do 
you have?

For me it’s all about enjoying playing 
football. I think if you obsess yourself with 
constantly climbing the football ladder 
you lose the fun and enjoyment factor of 
playing the game, and then what’s the point 
in giving up your time, especially on the 
weekend?

Who’s your favourite all time player and 
why do you idolise them?

This is probably the easiest question for me, 
Steven Gerrard. I just enjoyed watching him 
play, most the time he’d be the sole reason 
I’d sit down and watch a game of football; 
his passing and shooting were off the charts 
and he was a fantastic leader.

Who would make your all time, dream five 
a side team?

This would be my line-up…

GK: Iker Casillas

DEF: Paolo Maldini
MID: Steven Gerrard
MID: Zinedine Zidane
ATT: Joseph-Desire Job

How is the relationship between you and 
Tim Sills and what do you think the team 
can achieve under him this season?

I got told that if he doesn’t speak to you too 
much you’re doing well… so I guess it’s quite 
good!

His desire for the team to succeed is 
infectious, and I think if the same morale 
is carried throughout the whole season 
then we can be right up there in terms of 
the league table, which would be nice for 
everyone involved.

A message to the fans…

Thank you for all your continued support, 
it’s incredibly beneficial and always 
appreciated by us players, so please keep 
getting behind the lads all season long.

UP THE HAMMERS!
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What does  
wealth mean  
to you?

Wealth is personal

Wealth means something different to everyone. 
Many don’t see themselves as wealthy, nor do 
they aspire to be.

But wealth isn’t just about yachts, mansions and 
expensive cars.

It’s about having the luxury of choice. It’s security 
in the face of the unexpected.

It’s the freedom of being able to retire a few years 
early. Or the ability to leave a nest egg for the kids.

At Schroders Personal Wealth we aim to give 
people confidence in their financial futures, and 
provide the peace of mind that can come from 
having a financial plan.

spw.com

Schroders Personal Wealth is a trading name of Scottish 
Widows Schroder Personal Wealth Limited. Registered Office: 
25 Gresham Street, London EC2V 7HN. Registered in England 
and Wales No. 11722983. Authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority under number 830170. Claims may 
be protected by the Financial Services Compensation Scheme. 
We are covered by the Financial Ombudsman Service.



| 9Proudly sponsored by Joscelyne Builders

Sydenhams Wessex Premier League | Tuesday 6 October 2020
Hammers :  S Murphy, D Randall, C Clarke, M Buckler (J Filkins 80), T Rolls, A Costello, E 

Hodge, L Francis (c), M Neale (J King 75), D Cann (J Guthrie 70), J Beasley
Unused Subs :  T Rees, T Cooper
Goals:  Hodge, Cann 2, King, Francis

A fourth consecutive league win could push 
Hamworthy up to third in the standings. Their 
North Dorset visitors however have generally 
given the Hammers a tough fight, and would 
no doubt be looking to turn the corner after an 
indifferent start to the campaign, having taking 
only 3 points from 15 available. For the third 
successive game United boss Tim Sills not 
surprisingly started with the same eleven.

A decent County Ground crowd of 103, at our 
first home game since the opening day of the 
season, were hoping to see both the quality 
of football and results that the Hammers had 
been producing of late on the road. 

Hamworthy did not disappoint. Jamie Beasley 
saw on early cross-come-shot hit the word 
work. That apart, although the hosts were full 
of ideas, these were just not coming off, with a 
tendency to overhit the final ball.  

That all changed on 20 minutes with a goal of 
some class. Declan Randall on the right played 
the ball across to Dan Cann, who then teed the 
ball inwards to Eddie Hodge. Eddie Hodge’s 
shot from 25 yards flew like an arrow into the 
top left corner and would have graced any 
game at any level.  

Hamworthy were now well on top. A little later, 
Hodge’s cross skimmed the top of the bar as it 
found touch. Cann and Matty Neale were then 
unable to convert good chances. 

It was though courtesy of poor Shaftesbury 
defending that United doubled their lead on 
33 minutes. Although visiting stopper Rowan 
Gravin was having a fine match, his short ball 
forward to Morgan Browning from a back pass 
was not the best. Browning himself then got 
into a bit of a muddle, was robbed by Hodge, 
before catching the United man’s leg for a clear 
penalty. Dan Cann’s spot kick was not the best 

either, but still found the bottom right of the 
net, with the keeper almost getting to it.     

United keeper Shane Murphy, who so far had 
been little more than a spectator, proved his 
concentration, leaping to his right to push over 
a blistering effort by Jordan Matthews. This only 
punctuated the home team’s dominance. On 
the stroke of half time, Gravin again saved well 
from Max Buckler after good work by Cann.   

The Hammers gave themselves clear daylight 
when they netted another fine goal on 48 
minutes. Beasley’s pinpoint cross from the 
left teed up a simple header for Dan Cann 
positioned right in front of goal, duly put away. 

With United now rampant, visiting keeper 
Gravin managed to keep the score at bay 
with some good blocks. He also showed 
commendable courage and anticipation to 
pluck the ball from the feet of the advancing 
James Guthrie played in by a measured long 
ball by captain Lee Francis.   

It was no surprise when United bagged a fourth 
on 80 minutes. James Guthrie’s cross was 
cleared by a defender, but only into the path 
of co-substitute James King who slammed the 
ball high into the far corner of the net.  

Gravin made two more fine saves, but was 
powerless to stop United making it five on 88 
minutes. Substitute Jamie Filkins found captain 
Lee Francis with some neat one touch football, 
who in turn found the net with a good finish. 

Come the final whistle, the Hammers could feel 
well satisfied with this five-star performance. 
The fact that all their three substitutes played 
their part in the second half scoring also shows 
the quality of the squad in the depth. 

The Hammers   5

Shaftesbury   0
What does
wealth mean
to you?

Wealth is personal

Wealth means something different to everyone.
Many don’t see themselves as wealthy, nor do
they aspire to be.

But wealth isn’t just about yachts, mansions and
expensive cars.

It’s about having the luxury of choice. It’s security
in the face of the unexpected.

It’s the freedom of being able to retire a few years
early. Or the ability to leave a nest egg for the kids.

At Schroders Personal Wealth we aim to give
people confidence in their financial futures, and
provide the peace of mind that can come from
having a financial plan.

spw.com

Schroders Personal Wealth is a trading name of Scottish 
Widows Schroder Personal Wealth Limited. Registered Office: 
25 Gresham Street, London EC2V 7HN. Registered in England 
and Wales No. 11722983. Authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority under number 830170. Claims may
be protected by the Financial Services Compensation Scheme. 
We are covered by the Financial Ombudsman Service.
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FROM THE DUGOUT

TIM SILLS

Good afternoon and a warm welcome 
back to the Specsavers County Ground 
for our second home game in quick 
succession after a prolonged period 
away. 

Strangely in only our 6th league game 
of the season we complete our double 
header against Baffins Milton Rovers after 
visiting them just two weeks ago and I 
extend our welcome of course to Shaun
Wilkinson, his team and all associated 
with the club and wish them a safe 
journey home after today’s match. Last 
time we played them a very even first half 
saw us go in at 0-0 but after a touch of 
fortune for the first goal in the second half 
we found our stride and ended up scoring 
a couple more although we know how 
tough Baffins can make it so today will be
another very stiff test.

Tuesday saw us take 3 points against a 
Shaftesbury side that have struggled 
so far this season. To have a matchday 
routine disrupted where only 6 can be in 
the changing room at a time, team talks 
have to be conducted outside before the 
game and at half time, is always a bit of 
a worry in terms of optimum preparation 
but we dealt with that and put in a very
professional and accomplished display 
to come away with a good victory. The 
manner of the goals was also very 
pleasing with Eddie’s beauty kicking it off, 

Jamie Beasley’s delightful cross to Dan 
Cann, James King’s emphatic finish and a 
sweeping move for the 5th made it a very 
satisfactory night. We have started the 
season very well so it is important that we 
keep building, getting better and use that 
momentum to keep enjoying that winning 
feeling.

Thanks also to all supporters again on 
Tuesday night. A very healthy midweek 
crowd abided by all rules asked of them 
and having fans in to watch the game is a 
massive bonus for us when teams not so 
far above us in the non league pyramid 
are being denied that right and revenue 
it generates so please support the 
#letfansin campaign whenever you come
across it on social media. Football without 
fans is hollow.

Thursday saw our U18’s play in the FA 
Youth Cup away at professional set up 
Eastleigh FC. At the time of writing this I 
don’t know what the score was but these 
boys have got better year on year and 
fully deserve the opportunity to showcase 
their talents on such a big stage.

Enough from me for now. I hope you all 
enjoy the game and as ever thank you for 
your support. Up the Hammers

Sillsy
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MATCH 
SPONSOR

Tonight’s match sponsors is 
Hamworthy Party Venue

Thank you to Hamworthy Party Venue for 
their continued support and enjoy your 
evening with the Hammers.

JOIN OVER 1,000 FOLLOWERS OF THE HAMMERS ON TWITTER 
@HAMWORTHYUTDFC

Get in touch with us at Hamworthy Party 
Venue and let us host your party! 

Birthdays, Weddings,  Anniversaries, 
Christenings, Engagements, Baby 
Showers, Quiz Nights, Live Bands, Karaoke, 
Networking Events, Family Gatherings, Work 
Dos, we cater for your needs. Room hire 
starts from £200.00.

Contact:
hamworthypartyvenue@outlook.com 
or call Hayley - 07588880866.

HIRE OUR 
CLUBHOUSE  
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Proud Sponsors of Hamworthy United F.C.
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Although the campaign is still in its infancy, 
both clubs had made encouraging starts, 
with neither team having tasted defeat in the 
league. 

The Baffins’ pitch, notorious for being flooded 
late on in the season, was in perfect condition 
for this game, and the Hammers came so close 
to capitalising on it in the first minute with some 
fine football that so nearly paid dividends. Dan 
Cann’s splendid through ball put Eddie Hodge 
one-on-one with home stopper Charlie Searle. 
However, the keeper came out well, made 
himself big, and forced Hodge to dink the ball 
just wide of the far post. That miss in many 
ways was to set the tone of the first half. United 
were very effective in their build-ups, but were 
just unable to finish when the goal was at their 
mercy. In fact, they were unable to work Searle 
into making any serious saves. 

The best of those chances fell to Cann on 
11 minutes, but his shot was blocked by a 
defender for a corner. Baffins meanwhile 
were finding it hard to get past a very well 
marshalled Hamworthy defence. Despite 
however having much less sight of goal, they 
did twice manage to work Shane Murphy. On 
26 minutes, a fine through ball picked up the 
run Rudi Blankson whose ferocious shot to the 
near post was well beaten out by the United 
keeper. Then, on 44 minutes, a deft back-
header set up a golden chance for Nathan 
Kirby. Helped by dogged defending by Max 
Buckler, Murphy finally claimed the ball, but 
not before jarring his knee in a brave tussle 
with his opponent. Fortunately, Murphy was 
able to continue after treatment. The Hammers, 
would have the strong wind in their favour in 
the second half, so certainly knew that three 
points were there for the taking. However, they 
must have also known they would have to be 
much more clinical in front of goal. 

Ironically for Hamworthy, having missed so 
many chances of their own in the first half; it 
needed a Baffins’ man to open their account on 

49 minutes. After a good advantage played by 
the referee, Hodge put in what seemed no more 
than a hopeful low cross from the right. Josh 
Warren however, in attempting to clear, sliced 
the ball high and wide past his keeper, and into 
the net.  Not for the first time this season, an 
early second half goal breathed fire into United’s 
attack, and a minute later a high stinging effort 
from Cann on the bounce was well stopped by 
Searle.  

The Hammers remained in control and duly 
doubled their lead on 59 minutes. Tony Rolls 
won a good tackle just inside the Baffins’ 
half. The ball broke kindly to Cann, and he in 
turn picked out Beasley’s run down the left. 
Beasley’s low cross, via a neat dummy by Cann, 
was then slammed into the bottom left corner 
of the net from six yards by Eddie Hodge. A now 
rampant United netted a third on 64 minutes. 
Following a push on Cann, Matty Neale’s floated 
in a free kick, from some thirty yards out. This 
was met by Adam Costello who rose high above 
his defender to head the ball high into the right 
corner of the net with some with aplomb. It was 
no surprise when the Hammers bagged their 
fourth on 71 minutes. Cann saw a fierce low shot 
rebound off Charlie Williamson, only for Eddie 
Hodge to rifle the ball into the net from ten 
yards. 

Although Hamworthy did then take their foot 
of the gas a little until the final whistle, they 
were still making decent chances and might 
have added another before the end. Baffins 
meanwhile did not give up, but appeared to 
be driven now more by their own agitation, but 
were looking a little bereft of actual ideas. This 
was another all-round very solid performance by 
Hamworthy, the healthy competition for places 
motivating each player to produce that little 
bit extra to keep the shirt. The result enabled 
them to leapfrog their opponents into a very 
satisfactory fourth place, with games in hand.

Baffins Milton Rovers 0

The Hammers   4

FROM THE ARCHIVES - Saturday 26 September 2020



Hammers’ Management, 
Squad & Officials

Directors & Officials 
Bruce Scammell - President
Steve Mitchener - Chairman
Stuart Tanner - Club Secretary
Andy Forward - Treasurer
Peter Gallop - Safety Officer
Hayley Brammall - Club Manager / 
Covid-19 Officer

Life Vice-Presidents
Mrs M Mitchener
Mr R Nicholson
Mr B Scammell
Mr P Gallop
Mr S Harvey
Mrs K Harvey

Vice-Presidents
Mr R Fisher
Mr M Hickman
Mr S Mitchener
Mr G Legg
Mr B Bryant
Mr A James
Councillor Mr M White
Mr R Albone

Honorary Members
Mr R Bartlett
Mrs J Manuel
Mr C Hardisty

Trustees
Mr B Scammell
Mr P Gallop

Accountants
Newton Magnus

Programme Design
SF Sports Marketing

Photography
SRL Photography

Tim Sills 
Manager 
Sponsored by  
Team Jobs

Ben Sullivan 
Goalkeeping coach
Sponsored by  
SERIN

Mike Legg
Football operations
Sponsored by  
The Secret Fines 
Committee

Sean Leadbetter
Coach
Sponsored by  
M Dodd - Sturminster 
Marshall GC

Chris Senior
Assistant Manager
Sponsored by  
Chris Dillon

Megan Corby
Physiotherapist
Sponsored by  
The Board of 
Directors



Tom Rees 
Goalkeeper 
Sponsored by 
Between the sticks

Adam Costello 
Defender 
Sponsored by 
Clarity Glass & Glazing

Christopher Clarke  
Defender 
Sponsored by 
From the Ground  
Planters by Cameron

Oliver Davis
Forward
Sponsored by 
PAR Roofing

Jamie Guthrie
Goalkeeper
Sponsored by 
Grass Roots Utd

Matty Neale
Midfielder
Sponsored by 
League without Limits

Connor Cocklin
Goalkeeper
Sponsored by 
Pete Sharp &  
Kelly Neill

Jamie Filkins 
Midfielder
Sponsored by 
FP Wizzy Holdings PLC

Max Buckler 
Midfielder
Sponsored by 
Tony Banks  
Electrical Ltd

Drew Eccott-Young 
Midfielder
Sponsored by 
Urban Electrical  LTD

James King 
Forward
Sponsored by 
Meridian Leisure

Tony Rolls
Defender 
Sponsored by 
The Bartlett family

Shane Murphy
Goalkeeper 
Sponsored by 
Spoons of Dorset

Declan Randall 
Defender 
Sponsored by 
ST Electrical  
Contractors Ltd

Tom Cooper 
Defender 
Sponsored by 
Entador Systems

Eddie Hodge 
Midfielder 
Sponsored by 
Bruce Scammell

Dan Cann 
Forward 
Sponsored by 
Shaun & Jack Clarke

Cam Munn 
Midfielder 
Sponsored by 
Steve Mitchener

Jamie Gleeson 
Defender 
Sponsored by 
The Bayes family

Lee Francis 
Midfielder 
Sponsored by 
Joscelyne Builders



The club was formed in 2011 following 
the amalgamation of two successful 
Sunday league clubs Baffins Milton 
and Milton Rovers. Both clubs had won 
several league and cup titles in the 
Portsmouth Dockyard and Meon Valley 
leagues. 

The new club joined the Premier 
Division of the Portsmouth Saturday 
League and were champions in their 
first season. After finishing as Premier 
Division runners-up the following 
season,they moved up to the Senior 
Division of the Hampshire Premier 
League.

Baffins Milton Rovers were Hampshire 
Premier League champions in their 
first season in the league. They also 
won the League Cup with a 4–0 win 
over Colden Common in the final, and 
the Portsmouth Senior Cup, beating 
Moneyfields 4–0 in the final at Fratton 
Park. After finishing as Senior Division 
runners-up in 2014–15, the club were 
champions again in 2015–16, as well as 
winning the Portsmouth Senior Cup for 
a second time after beating Havant & 
Waterlooville 3–1 in the final.

As Hampshire Premier League 
champions and having moved to 
their new Kendall Stadium, Baffins 
were promoted to Division One of the 
Wessex League for the 2016–17 season. 

They went on to finish as runners-up 
in the division, earning promotion 
to the Premier Division, as well as 
reaching the Wessex League Cup 
final, eventually losing 2–1 to Premier 
Division Sholing.

The 2018/19 season saw Hamworthy 
finish sixth to Baffins Milton Rovers’ fifth 
on goal difference in a tight finish to the 
season.

Did you know?
Baffins Milton Rovers are a local 
club with 100% players living within 
the Portsmouth area and funded by 
Portsmouth businesses, controlled 
and operated from people within the 
Portsmouth area - a community club. 

CLUB RECORDS

Best FA Cup performance: 
Preliminary round, 2018–19

Best FA Vase performance:
Fourth round, 2018–19

Wessex League Cup
League Cup winners 2018-19BA
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Today’s opponents

BAFFINS MILTON ROVERS
Founded:  2011
Nickname:    Baffins
Home Ground:  Kendall Stadium
Current league pos: 17th
Last Season Finish: 15th
Distance travelled: 67 Miles
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CLub Beanies:

SHOW 
YOUR 

COLOURS

Get yours at the clubhouse today for 
just £8.99 from the bar.

CLUB SHOP:
Order our beanies, pennants and pin 
badges online in our Hammers shop.
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CLub Beanies:

SHOW 
YOUR

COLOURS

Get yours at the clubhouse today for
just £8.99 from the bar.

COVID UPDATE: At the 
Specsavers

‘I know we are all pleased to be 
back playing football, but from the 
beginning, we have been playing 
under tight controls from The Wessex 
League, The FA, and of course the 
Government!

Covid-19 has NOT gone away, 
despite what anyone may think? We 
still have to be on our guard and 
ensure that we still wash or sanitise 
our hands regularly, we maintain 
social distancing wherever we go, 
especially now we can only have a 
maximum of 6 people in any group, 
both inside and out, and continue to 
‘Track & Trace’ wherever we go.

Despite all this, the numbers of 
people becoming infected with 
Covid-19 is still increasing ? Large 
parts of the UK are still in regional 
lock-down, and even infections in 
the Bournemouth/Christchurch/
Poole conurbation have gone from 
1:100,000 people to 25:100,000 
people in recent weeks.

We still have so much to do to stay 
safe in our every day life, so it is in 
the interest of safety, we are insisting 
that everyone entering the ground to 
watch Hamworthy United MUST wear 
a Face Mask. 

The Face Mask will stay worn all 
around the ground, including seating 
in the stand or standing in the Irvin 
Brown Stand, and especially when 
entering the clubhouse.

When you are seated in the club or 
in the beer garden and served with 
drinks, the mask can be removed.
This is a radical step but I’m sure you 
will understand. We want to keep 
everyone safe?

Non-compliance will result in 
expulsion from the ground.
Thank you for your support.

Steve Mitchener
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FEATURE

SUPPORTING NON-LEAGUE?
By Scott Fitzgibbon

The pressure is on League clubs across 
the pyramid to survive this lockdown. 
With no fans in attendance and matches 
getting underway. 

The club’s fear total collapse, bankruptcy 
or even the implications of what happens 
if the season doesn’t really getting going…
financially. However, they also know 
that the hope of a percentage of fans 
returning isn’t going to be the saviour of 
their clubs. Only the return of full stands, 
full bars and the sound of the tills ringing 
will stop the bleeding.

The calls for financial support to the 
government will get heard (at some 
point), as too many clubs gambled on 
the financial return of fans for October. 
We’ve seen clubs invest heavily into 
their playing squads, with the idea that 
money will return sooner than later. Last 
weekend saw the potential of National 

League clubs pulling out of the FA Cup, 
in order to ultimately save money, but 
really to highlight their cause with a 
bigger threat. The prize money involved 
with the FA Cup, although halved, is still 
one of the only incomes that can be 
achieved this side of Christmas. We’ve 
seen in the last two weeks clubs in Wales 
and the Channel Islands have to abandon 
their whole seasons to comply with the 
COVID19 guidance.

One thing clubs seemly seem to be 
overlooking is the fans themselves. 
We’ve seen it before or even been there 
ourselves, once a Season Ticket holder 
relinquishes their annual commitment 
they often go to very few games in the 
following season. Clubs should be very 
wary of this fact as they look to return 
with limited crowds. They maybe seeing 
30% as a positive, but the other 70% is 
what they should be worried about. 
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‘Innovative’ schemes such as ticket 
raffles or predetermined matches 
picked for fans, have all been mooted 
or even trialled a some levels. However 
these fans of league clubs without 
tickets could actually be the saviours of 
other clubs. Keeping those fans ‘warm’ 
for their return to their own club when 
called upon. 

It’s not very often a ‘tourist’ fan will 
become loyal to another club by 
visiting every other week. If you’ve been 
following a club for life and usually you 
are able to pick up a ticket without the 
fear of missing out, then the risk of fans 
going to other club games is actually 
quite minimal. 

Then there’s the kids to consider, so 
many at this time not getting involved 
or having the chance to emulating 
their teams heroes. It’s definitely not 
the same watching football on the 
television regardless of the empty seats 
and fake crowd sounds. How do we not 
lose a generation of kids? Many will no 
longer wish to go to games, as their 
adventures on Minecraft or Fortnite 
take hold. The bonding between young 
fans and the players, as well as the 

clubs, will always be one of the key 
factors in falling in love with this real life 
game.

The league clubs should be reaching 
out to their local non-league 
sides. Taking the initiative to start 
building relationships to keep their 
fans engaged and watching live 
football. You only need to look at the 
attendance levels across Steps 3 and 
4. Currently teams can have up to 600
or 400 fans, a quick look shows clubs
aren’t not just selling out, but some
still only getting 100 fans through the
gate lower than pre-lockdown. The
awareness of the possibility of getting
to watch live football in your local 
areas, could see all these games safely 
sell out with the support of the bigger 
teams in each local area.

I’ve long been a champion, that clubs in 
each area should be working together 
in partnership off the field. The rivalries 
remain on the football field, but the 
bigger challenge is for the industry to 
keep football fans engaged during this 
uncertain time.
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AROUND THE CLUB

CLUB NEWS

Tarjan Wijngaard, in Holland, is a 
fanatical collector of football shirts. His 
hue collection currently has shirts from 
2,624 clubs around the globe.

Tarjan contacted the club via Facebook 
over the summer and we were pleased 
to send him our 2018/19 shirt for his 
huge collection. 

It's great to see the Hammers 
represented amongst some amazing 
clubs including Ajax, Barcelona and 
many many more.

|21Proudly sponsored by Joscelyne Builders

CLub MASCOTS

SHOW 
YOUR
OLOURS

If you have children that might be interested in being 
Mascots this season please let us know.
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CLub MASCOTS

SHOW 
YOUR 

COLOURS

If you have children that might be interested in being 
Mascots this season please let us know.
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Date Opposition Att Res Score Scorers

Tue 01 Sep H Calne Town (FAC) 139 W 3-0 Cocklin, Buckler, Neale

Sat 05 Sep H Christchurch 180 D 1-1 Neale

Tue 08 Sep A Bashley 193 W 3-0 Cann 2, Munn

Sat 12 Sep A Hartley Wintney (FAC) L 0-1 -

Tue 15 Sep A Alresford Town (LC) 82 W 4-0 Munn 2, King, OG

Sat 26 Sep A Baffins Milton Rovers 125 W 4-0 OG, Hodge 2, Costello

Sat 03 Oct A AFC Stoneham 92 W 3-2 OG, Cann, Rolls

Tue 06 Oct H Shaftesbury 103 W 5-0 Hodge, Cann 2, King, Francis

Sat 10 Oct H Baffins Milton Rovers

Tue 13 Oct H AFC Stoneham (LC)

Sat 17 Oct H Alresford Town

Tue 20 Oct A Portland United

Sat 24 Oct A Fleet Town

Sat 31 Oct H Amesbury Town

Tue 03 Nov A Lymington Town

Sat 07 Nov H Hamble Club

Sat 14 Nov A Brockenhurst

Tue 17 Nov H Bournemouth

Sat 21 Nov H Tadley Calleva

Sat 28 Nov A Cowes Sports

Tue 01 Dec H Fareham Town

Sat 05 Dec A Horndean

Sat 12 Dec A AFC Portchester

Sat 19 Dec H Blackfield & Langley

Sat 02 Jan ‘21 H Bashley

Sat 09 Jan A Christchurch

Sat 16 Jan H Baffins Milton Rovers

Sat 23 Jan A Fareham Town

Sat 30 Jan H AFC Stoneham

Sat 06 Feb H Cowes Sports

Sat 13 Feb A Tadley Calleva

Sat 20 Feb A Alresford Town

Tue 23 Feb H Portland United

Sat 27 Feb H Horndean

Sat 06 Mar A Amesbury Town

Tue 09 Mar A Bournemouth

Sat 13 Mar H AFC Portchester

Sat 20 Mar H Fleet Town

Tue 23 Mar A Shaftesbury

Sat 27 Mar H Lymington Town

Sat 03 Apr A Blackfield & Langley

Sat 10 Apr H Brockenhurst

Sat 17 Apr A Hamble Club





Tony Rolls
James King
Shane Murphy 
Declan Randall
Tom Cooper
Eddie Hodge
Dan Cann
Cam Munn
Jamie Gleeson
Lee Francis
Tom Rees
Adam Costello
Christopher Clarke
Oliver Davis
Jamie Guthrie
Matty Neale
Connor Cocklin
Jamie Filkins
Max Buckler
Drew Eccott-Young

Manager: Tim Sills
Coach: Chris Senior

Referee:      Alex Rush-Fear
Assistants:  Mark Bradley & Jaydon Smith

UPCOMING MATCHES: 
AFC Stoneham (League Cup) - Tues 13th October - 7:45pm

Home game entrance
Adults £7.00 - Concessions £5.00 - U16 Free

Programme Design 
SF Sports Marketing

CLARET & BLUE BLUE

Charlie Searlie
Zak Sharp
Brandon Miller
Nathan Kirby
Charlie Williamson
Josh Dean
Adam Brice
Josh Warren
Sam Emeney
James Cowan 
Tommy Scutt
George Way
Jamie White 
George Burgess
Charlie Cooper
Callum Dart
Tyler Moret
Rudi Blankson
Dale Mason
Kurt Watts

Manager: Shaun Wilkinson




